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JAPANS GESEAL KLBCTION AiJD THE ACTIVITIES OF THE 
"SOLDIER GANDIDATES" 



Uanj Japanese af the laa ding class (Shido Kåikyu) vho had bean purged 
af ter the war, reblossoæd in the recent (1 Oclober iy£2) election and won seata; 
and of these, the results ox' the (conteste involving) former eoldier candidates 
are worthy of notice. . | 

There ware two ex-nilitaiy candidates j one of the« won a seat with the largest j 
nunber of votea^in his district, while the other lost, running last in his district* J 
The former wa^TSjJJI Uasanobu /»11929 /2398/0 207 ), h9 , of the First District in - I 

Ishikawa-kenj *the latter *9frf TNQKX& Yasuh ira (or Kohei) ( 3282/15 57 /I 66q/i627 ) T kOy ///Juj 
of the First District in XuHuBOto-ken. I s hall discuss below the conr. actions of 
vhese two men with the recent al., etion and their connections, as mil. Hary man, with 
organizations of the ex-military; and I s ha 11 also give my considered opinion of 
their future prospects. 



TSUJI Masanobu was a rnember of the 3&th class of the kilitary Acadeny ; (Biku^un . 
Shikan Oakko). Ha headed his class bo th in the Militaxy Åcadeny and the Tar College 
(Rikugun Daigaku)* During the war, as an Army operations staff officer of the 
Iltperial General Headquarters he directed the Guadalcanal and Imphal operations, 

»nri he became known as the ablest man of the Arny (sic) . A full colonel^ the war (s 
end, he nas re garde d by the ^lliad forces as a war-criminal suspect but was success- 
ful in remaing free. In the October elections he became a candidate from his nstive 
Ishikawa-ken, and of the 251,1*11 effactive ballets cast in his district he received 
39.2% (sic) or the astonishing figure of 6L,912 votas. This wr Sufficient to el eet 
him with the highest nunber of votes and to give him a load of I3sl*08 votes over 
the candidate in second place. 

If TSUJI 1 s astonishing success in the election is studiad, the reasons for it 
probably can be listed as follows: 

1. TSUJI w ? s conoissionad a 2nd lieutenant at the age of 22 and inmediately 
assigned to the Kønaaava 7th Regiment of Kcnaeawa City as an instructor af 
reeruits. He racained there training r*croits for eight years, then was pro- 
moted to captain and entered the Var College. % that time he had t-rained a 
total of 16,000 soldiers. Those idiom he trained are now between 1x0 and 50 yeara 
old; some hold iaportant positions in Ishikawa-ken, and maqy are in that 
n backbone nriddle-class" of the prefeeture. It is easy +o pnreeive that thsy 
caae to feel a strong adn&ration f or T8UJI as he became faoous. In faet, amy 
of them eocerted themselves to the utaoet during the elections campaign by 
driving vehicles, preparing halls for meetings, put ting vp postera and the like. 
TSUJI is sald to have spent almoet no money on the election campaign, amithis 
was poesible because so maxy of his supp arters were men who had been trained 
by him. ' -v , 
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At the ssuo time TSUtEPs supporters wera consistent in theox rafusal to 
back the candi dates reconwended by the political boases in the ais tri et* 
or, in i*act, any other can didates at all. They helped only TSUJI, who had 
trained and looked af ter them when they were amy reeruits. HiatorlcaUy 
the people ol* Ishikavra-ken, including Kanazav/a City, were of the LiAEDA dan 
(a »i-øillion koku" elan), and those who are k 0 years old or more r eta in a 
deep sense of duty and loyalty. The Ishikawa people also tend to feel strong 
adjniration for notables and heroes. Thus TSUJI had preciaely the attributes 
that woula win hin the support of those in his native district who were apprax- 
imately his c*m are. This is the first reason why TSUJI w a s able to win in 
the election with the highest nvmfoer of votes. 
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2. TSUJI is strongly opp^sed to the gro up which is trying to reconstruct 
the Japanese army from the National Police Reserve (National Søcurity Force). 

He thinks along the lines af the ISast Asia League (Toa Resaei) that w ft s 
sponsor ed by the late Lt, Jeneral ISHIHARA Kanya, and he is thoroughly aati- 
American and an ti-S oviet in principle. He also advocate* "civilian soldiers" — 
an idea which he has worlced out himsdf. TSUJI 1 s Ideas, t etions and speecbes 
are winning the support not only of those approximately his own age but alco 
of the younger stratum which opposes rearmament on the grounds that it is 
beinr? used as a factor in the liaggling between the U. S. and the Soviet Union. 
Thus TSUJI* s popularity is oasically dif ferent from the vague popularity of, for 
example, HATOTAkA Ichiro. This is the second raason why he iras e leeted with 
such wide popular support« 

In short, TSUJI Masanobu is a militaiy man but he was not elected by any 
organisation of ex-soldiers. The ^ctual faet is that he wa* elected by; the 
popular flippert of his native place. (Note: the so -ca lied adlitary (ex— soldi er) 

organisations will be discussed later. ) 

m 

On the o ther hånd, c o ns i der the case of YUGANA Tasuhira, who was a c *1 didate 
for the First District in Kumamoto-ken. He was unsuccessful, bringing up in the 
rear with only 0.111# (sic) of the total of 337,310 ballots o f which he obtained 
3,U60. 

TUGAFA is iiO years old (9 years younger than TSUJI), and was a mamber of the 
h5th class of the Sfiilitary Acadeny. A classnate once de c cribed him thus: "He ie 
a man of simple mind and it can be said f airly that he is pure-hearted. He is a 
man of simple ndnd and it can be said fairly that he is pure-hearted* He is a 
genuine man of action. " As a 2nd lieutenant at ta ch ed to the 3rd Regiment of Asabu< 
Tokyo, TUGATCA was one of the leading parf orners in the Februaiy 26 (2-26) incident 
of 1936, which has teen called "Japan 1 s revolution." Together with(lst Lieuten 
Shiro ( 6851/0022/ 0931^/67^5 ) i one of the ringleaders of the incident, he directi 
the attack on and" occupaTion of the Metropolitan Police Board Headquarters. TUQAJCA 
thus was one of the lsaders of the so-called insurrectian force. „ 

However, at that tipe YUCWJCA was so young (he had just been coMflissioned 2nd 
lieutenant) that the arny judiciary took pity on him and at the courtmartial did 
not treat him as a ringleader. Consequently, instead of beinrj executéd he was . 
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sontenced to iMprisorvaønt Tor life. As a result af successive amnesties he was 
relaased artør servin.'; onl/ four yoars and raturr.ed to Kumamoto. So, unlike 
TSUJI, IUQAWA did not rønaln a soldiar until thø end of World Var II; his ndlitary 
career ended in faet wha n he was still a 2nd lieutonarrt. 

The TUGATCA family to vhich IUGA1A Xasuhira belon* by adoption, is tho 
Kumamoto brunch of the faaily of Dr. YUIAhA Hideki 1 (3282/1557/1^23/2335) of 
Kyoto Univarsity, a winnør of the Kobol Prise. Dr. YUGAWA's branch is the noad- 
branch of the facily.v YUCiAWA faeuhira »ras adopt d into the Kumanoto branch of 
th* fauily on 17 February 1936 « just nine days befor the 2-26 incident. The 
TU1AWA fanily, bovever, dici not disawn hiia but walcorood him back upon his reloase 
four yArs efterrrard. 

Af ter the China incident be&an and militarist vrås ridin- the crest of the 
wave, the faet that he was a former solciier proved aavantageous to TUJAWA. His 
family being wealthy as well as renowned in the pr .vinces, TUlAfcA established an 
airplane -parts factory during Vorld War II and becane its presidont. He also 
belonged to the Taisei lokusan Kai, the on3y wartimo poli tical party, and \7as a 
løader of the Kuna/iofo-ken branch of the Toikusan Sonen Dan, which uus a dapar tn« nt 
of the Yokusan Kai. In addition he was active in central heudquarters of the 
Yokusan Kai. At the ena oi’ the var YU3ATCA converted his f&ctory to pø/*cetiioe 
indue try, and shortly after beln^ dapur ged he bøcane a candidate in the October 
elections vrith the t-ackins of his faæily^ nane. 



The reasons for IUGAhA 1 9 defeat, and with the lowest nunber of votes, probably 




TSUJI, 



He did not possass explicit political ideals or convictions as did 
ut had berøre a candidat.* ainlessly. 




2) Iftruas merely a nembar of a provincially prominent faaily, vithout 
sufficient >rvrsonal popularity to win the people of ir.is district. While 
possessing sr^plicity and executive ability, he uas not able to compete »«ith 

election. (Among the prominent 
a former Cabinet Minister; 
forenr pres iden t of the 

Lea ti ons Bodru tfio, after soning "fnto concro versy uith TOJI Hideki was 
conscripted into the aray. ) 

3) Although YUdAHA's connection vrith the 2-26 incident proved advantageous 
during the trar, it did not have the same popular appeal as a ailitary career 
and did not win him any support as an individuai. 

h) From the beginning of the caopaign nb one, not even among the esc-soldier 
gro^js, believed that YUQAWA woold be elected. 

For the foregoing reasons, there were no aupporters Trilling to Ttoric for 
rUOAHA *s election at their own expense, as was the case with TSUJI. To sunmarize 
the effeet of his military record on his election ehowing, it can be said that 
idiile, s t ri c tly speaking TTJGAWA was an ex-soldiør, his ailitaiy record was enfcirely 
r diff érent fron t hat of TSUJI, being liaited to participation in the 2-25 incident. 

' IUGAJTA did not have the background or the real ability necessary to win him support 
ås a soldier. gECUBITY -I^i O-ilATIOBf 
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TS’JJI \i*a sup 4 *ui , t'?d by the population o.f his distilnt bacauso hø »*ns a 
proninont anu hnci hol pod ua ny of ais cupport ars in thø post, »/nereos 

iUaV.7A cloiirly rocaived ro support froa r y nx-c daler *;:x>ups .* This rrould 
• J u:;;;o at tijafc thø ox-soldior orvini:. etions ijad no ciir*ct rdation ’./ith tlie 
‘jloction, 

The c i., s tion no.. arisos, do Lho ox-niliL^y i:scn Jiave a roal or.jmxzation? 
Sono urrnons hnliov?å r:-coldiors wnra or janiaed anu 7 .'otlb nove in on the 
olections. Soru thouiit uar m unlor;;round oranization af øx-soldiers and 

thav it v/an push in ; TSUJI c.-j i ta candidato. This idaa, al' cource, proved to be 
en td ro ly unfoundsd. 



/* /SHl.jjpijulU Sadaue . (0007/2625/1353), fonn ir oner al anu forivr Hi ni s tor of 
the^rqy, is an oxarjplø of his age jroup of prominent c ur vi ving aruy officers, 

."cme o i whora aro listod in Attachwent A. He is more than 65 yeara old and t horsfore 
boyond the pve-war rotirenent age. Thus ..e is already too olu to be a front-line 
nilitary lotider and in audition te lades the qualifica tions to lead younger : in* 

It is, in faet, inpossiblo for ex -officer c of his a>j to take opøn, active 1 . uer- 
ship. Tlie crilitaiy profession requires bacically professional technician, but 
the men of this .-;roup have no Icr.av.ledge tatover of atooic-age ndlitaay tactics. 

It may be concluded that top leaciers now must be physically fit and les s than 50 
years old, 

1 The grouo of ex-gfficors of the Jlith to 39 th classes headed by ex-Colonel 
|HATT0HI Takushiro ( 2$9l/67$2/o$S7/Q92U/£lk $ ) would se en to æet the foregoinz 
I requirenent in regard to a e, but since only about 60 æsbors of the 3b th to 39th 
\classes are in the Kational Police Reserve (National Security Forces) the group 
actually is not vory strong. tost ex-officars of the later classes have had no 
aroorience as comanders except belo.* the ro^ioental lovel. Therefore some od' the 
inpartial and intelligent ex-officers have coumorted that the present problem is 
not ona of »rearnaisent« but of establishin- a »nev,- amunent 1 *; that is, unless 
troops are trained in currønt Eiilitary tactics they rå 11 not become a genuine arny. 

Both TSUJI and YUOAiTA iiave same of the qualifications to becorae loaders of a 
»nev/ arnaiaønt” Jaoanese defønse force. TUlAitA, as stated befor e, although termed a 
soldler does not have the character to establlsh a cdlitaiy organizaiion or to 
opera te it practically. TSUJI oelieves Lhat a iailitary force ^uaranteed by the 
United States vd.ll not be of practical uso. He also balløves it would be impossible 
to re co ns truet the old Japanese uofense forces, and he has nu intention of trying 
to use neabers of tlie form ir service in reconstracting an arny. It v/ould seem 
clear, thereforo, tliat neitha: YUuåJtA nor TSUJI was promoted in the recent el e c ti ons 
by form-r mi li ta ry men on behalf of the ex-military. 

The organisations of ex -mi li ta ly nen are shewrn in AUachnwrt 3. Kone of these 
is a powerful or a nationwide political organisation. They are aore like social 
growjs, with slogans such as »J&ke synroathy calls on the bereaved familities of 
the war doad»; »Friendship ana mutual assistance« j and »Relief for sick and wounded 
soldiers.” Kone of tlie groops has ary power, and tlieir activities ar j liaited to 
the acchans. of iafoxmation gEC0I>m nffOEJJAIIOH 
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As ivill bo noted in Attaciuuont 



i'our anal ler organ iz at ions f o mod a 



single p’oup calleu the Kaiko Kai in Sao tesoer 1951. By November of 1952 it 
h^d not evon olactod of.?i cora. It in r v;ar Jed &s vory unlikely that positive 
action to roostablish ti» nriry 411 origina le vdth ih es o ox-military groups. In 
faet, it sa^os probable that ex-militaiy ijøn during the sevon yeaia of occupation 
lost the ability to rnbuild the service. If ex-soldiers take an active part in 
revivin' the array, they probably will bo o f the ger.sration younger tnan that of 
TSUJI l&sanobu« 



TSUJI* s probable coir e of er, tion in the Diet is a question af conniderablo 
curront interost. If TSUJI should try to Uecoiao an influential p art li amentary 
figure it is unlikoly that he ?/ould aucc^ed, and it is unthinkable that he void 
bo able, sinjle-iianded, to bring abo ut a revival cu positive activity by the 
stagnairt ax-rdlitaiy men. TSUJI is wise enough to roalize this. Therefore he 
probably will organize the youth of the country and push ahead tlie forær Toa Remei 
(Enst Asia League), Cor^equently his activitios */ill rot center in the diet but 
becone nrc of a populnr novement. TSUJI* s activitios *. 7 ouiu thus not be limited to 
the Dirst, although it is probable that he will use his position of Diet member to 
promote ItS^nopular raovenent. 

It isÆtøo unlikely tnat TSUJI will becoue a Don Quixote by f oli wing the 
same roa c aswASHBJOrO Kingoro ( 2 o 90 / 2609 / 29 u 6 /OO 63 / 67 b 5 )> the A-class war 
crindnal and f chief o< the right-wing organisation Sokisei Kai ( 6375 / 613 ^/ 2535 ) 
who was former ly a Diot nenber. It is probable that TSUJI will forge ahead on 
a co ure e equally anti- 3 o\iet and anti-American, thinking in his orm iray abo ut 
the old Japanere nation and hw tlie new Japanese should be devoloped. TSUJI 
knoers t>*at as a Diet manber he will be urable to produce big results, becauae he 
has a good brain, and both he anu his supporters realize that the Diet floor is a 
battlefield on vfhich a staff operations officer does not need to have any soldiers. 

^Field Coruaent. XUOAWA (usually translitera ted as XUKA 7 A) Hideki, is professor 
of physicaat Kyoto Uni\er 3 ity, a weriber of the Jacan Acadeny, and the first 
Japanese to roceive the Hobel Prize (physics, 19 li 9 )* According to The Japan 



ffho's Who , 1950-51 » he was born 23January 1907, the third son of the late 
Dr. Taicuji Ogawa, was graduated fron Kyoto Imperial Univers i ly in 1929 and was 
adopted into the faraily of Dr. YUGAHA. Geryo. 

^Field Coænerrt. The f oli oving data on Q/15A Tadao are fro:a 1 ^ 0*8 TTho in Japan 
1939-hOj 3orn July 1339 in Kumaiaoto-ken; grad uat ed Tokyo Inp^rial o ni ver si ty 
(lav) 191Iij police chief Xamanashi-kcnj secretaiy in Home lUnistry; same Fareign 
iilnistry; private socretary to Prime tiinisterj same to Minister of Bducation 1929 j 
elected to House of Representatives six times frots Kumeuaoto-ken. 
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PROUINTSNT GRADUATES <F VIDS HELHARY ACADBff 



Class Prominent Graduates Age 

Firat. UGAEC Ka z unari (13h2/0997/000l/2052), Gen. Over 80 

Ninth IUSAKI Jinzaburo (Ul76/l505/3928/0OO5/67li5), Gen. 76 

NJjnth ARAKI Sadao (5J»35/2606/6297/ll33), Gen. 

I5th IWUaraA Hitoshi (0093/2625/0971), Oen. Over 70 



17th TOJO Hideki (2639/539l/289li), Gen. 

KABABE Shozo (3109/6708/2973/0005), Gen. 



20th SHDDUURA. Sadaiæ (0007/2625/1353), Gen. j Arny 66 

tfinlstar at war's end 

29th IATSUUT (6591/1570), liaj. Oen. 60 

30 th SAKURAI (2937/006h) and WATAJllBE (3256/6708) 

3l»th HATTCHI Takushiro (259l/6752/o587/093J*/67li5), Col. 52 

36 th TSOJI liasanobu, Col. 1*9 

U5th rOGAJTA Yasuhira 1»0 

58th All were Is t or 2nd Lieuts. at war's end 25 to 28 

59th, 60th ffere students at ULlitary Academy at war's end 
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OttJAKIZATIONS 

Claases 
l5th to 2l»th 
25th to 33rd 
3iith to 39th 
I*Oth to 58th 



ATTACflMEHT C 



OB GHADUATBS OF UrLITAST ACADQff 



Organisation 

One j-youp ) 

Wedrwsday Sociaty ( 3035/2656/2$ 85 ) ) 

One group, HATTORI Takuahiro Manager ) 
Ichigaya Sociaty (1579/6253/2585) ) 



Kaiko Kai (0253/ 
5887/2585), 
organized Sept 51 
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